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Introduction 

 

This survey is intended to cover trees mature enough to flower/fruit on Monkwood Green, except those 

being/to be felled in one or two areas near Monkwood where the woodland edge that is invading the Green 

is being reduced to promote the internationally important grassland that is disappearing. Saplings, bushes 

and very young trees are not included but, if any small trees are retained (generally we should not be 

increasing tree numbers or shrubs/scrub), they can be surveyed when they are old enough. Some trees are 

treated in groups where they grow together as defined, intertwined populations. It is important that these 

treed areas are not allowed to increase in size to the detriment of the grassland. The boundary of the Green 

for the purposes of this survey is taken as the peripheral ditch which borders almost all the grassland. Trees 

which are outside the ditch (mostly in hedgerows) and therefore not physically on the Green are not included 

in the survey. 

 

The project has a landscape and wildlife focus. Whilst wildlife value is assigned by scientifically qualified 

ecologists, landscape value is inevitably subjective to some extent. Where any tree works are recommended, 

consideration must be given to their timing in order to avoid any disturbance and adverse ecological 

impacts.  

 

Please note that dead or dying trees, or those in poor “arboricultural” condition are often the most important 

for biodiversity. The removal of ivy, mistletoe, dead branches/standing dead wood, hollows, snags, seeps or 

rot should be proscribed unless there is a clear and material safety risk or presence of a notifiable pathogen. 

Please be aware that most fungi are important ecologically. Removed branches/brash are best neatly stacked 

as habitat piles away from the important grassland.  Larger dead trunks or limbs can usefully be erected 

upright as standing deadwood habitat at the edge of the Green, with their bases in sufficiently deep holes to 

keep them safe and secure. 

 

Trees are important for sequestering carbon and this has been carefully considered while undertaking this 

survey. Only trees that are encroaching on, and reducing the ecological value of,  the even more important 

(nationally and internationally) unimproved lowland grassland of Monkwood Green are being removed or 

recommended for removal. Generally, Monkwood is rapidly colonising and overtaking parts of the northern 

margin of Monkwood Green. There are also many scrubby outliers, mainly of bramble, hawthorn and other 

tree saplings, growing in the process of ecesis. These scrub-invaded areas need to be returned to grassland. It 

is very important that grazing is reinstated. 

 

Please note that, while some dendrocolous invertebrates, algae, bryophytes, fungi and lichens are listed, 

observations are not in any way exhaustive and should be treated as casual records of the more obvious taxa 

at time of survey. 

 

As the survey was carried out in winter, please remember that the trees’ appearance and ecology are very 

different in other seasons. Winter does reveal the framework and branch structure of the trees well, but of 

course does not indicate their different aspects when in leaf. 
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Key to abbreviations 

 

Tree age  

Y = young/immature 

EM = early mature 

M = mature 

OM = over-mature 

V = veteran 

 

Abundance  

(Please note this refers to what we can reach/see and does not represent the whole tree) 

D = dominant 

A = abundant 

F = frequent 

O = occasional 

R = rare (i.e. a singleton or very few) 

L = locally (on the tree) 

 

Other 

agg. = aggregate 

s.l.  = sensu lato (in the broad sense)1 

sp. = species (plural spp) 

ssp = subspecies (plural sspp) 

var. = variety 

m = metre 

cm = centimetre 

mm = millimetre 

 

[ ] denotes uncertainty about identification. 

  

 
1 This may include very closely related spp or complexes that are hard to separate, e.g. Hypnum andoi in H. cupressiforme s.l.  
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Monkwood Green Tree Survey Results – data to be recorded  

(one sheet for each tree assessed – see next page for sheet template) 

 
Date of appraisal 

Surveyor(s) 

Grid ref (10 digit) 

Species (scientific name) 

Species (vernacular name) 

Height 

Overall trunk girth at 1.5m 

Number of stems 

Spread of branches to north 

Spread of branches to south 

Spread of branches to east 

Spread of branches to west 

Start of crown height clear of branches 

Age class (Y, EM, M, OM, V) 

Wildlife value (high, moderate, low, negligible): 

Bats 

Birds roosting (indicate spp if known) 

Birds nesting 

Other mammals (state spp if known) 

Invertebrates (saproxylic) 

Invertebrates (galls) 

Invertebrates (other – state spp/groups if known) 

Epiphytes present (state spp and cover): 

Vascular plants  

Bryophytes/algae 

Fungi (state spp) 

Landscape & ecological value 

Photos  

Other remarks/recommendations 

 

All measurements in SI units. Not all trees will have all these data categories. For tree location, there is a 

separate map and each sheet gives a 10 digit Ordnance Survey Grid reference. Separately filed are data 

including eastings, northings, latitude, longitude and What3Words. 

 

Whilst invertebrates, lichens, fungi, and bryophytes are listed where feasible, there are certainly others 

present requiring more careful examination of the arboreal substrata and specialist determination. I know 

some groups of lichens, especially Cladonia and heathland ones, but I (CJB) am less knowledgeable on all 

the corticolous ones, determination of which can be difficult. Our thanks to Cherry Greenway for help with 

the mycology and Cecilia Betts for all her help and support. 

 

NB. Each sheet has a box at the end for comments. There are areas around trees in some parts noted for 

urgent clearance of brambles/scrub/coarse grass to enable the high quality neutral grassland to return, but 

it is important to leave some coarse grass in an annulus of about 50cm around trunks for moth pupae/ 

invertebrates. It is not good ecological practice to cut/mow right up to the tree bases (even if some feel it 

is untidy!). More generally, the Green deteriorates rapidly without grazing. The strimming that has been 

initiated does help, but it is only a stop-gap and grazing must be restored and follow the agreed regimen of 

the Management Plan. There are several clumps of brambles and scrub appearing that need to be 

removed. 

 

Trees 32 and 35-40 as well as Tree Group D are not within the SSSI boundary (see plan appended below).  
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Recording Sheet Template 

                                                            Tree reference number allocated: 

Date of appraisal1  

Surveyor(s)  

OS ref.  

Species (scientific name)  

Species (vernacular name)  

Height  

Overall trunk girth at 1.5m  

Number of stems  

Spread of branches to north  

Spread of branches to south  

Spread of branches to east  

Spread of branches to west  

Start of crown height clear of branches  

Age class (Y, EM, M, OM, V)  

Wildlife value (high, moderate, low, negligible):  

Bats  

Birds roosting (indicate spp if known)  

Birds nesting  

Other mammals (state spp)  

Invertebrates (saproxylic)  

Invertebrates (galls)  

Invertebrates (other – state spp/groups)  

Epiphytes present (state spp and cover):  

Vascular plants   

Bryophytes/algae  

Fungi and lichens (state spp)  

Landscape & ecological value  

Photos ✔2  

Other remarks/recommendations  

 

 
1 Add new full appraisal for repeat assessments, maintaining previous records 
2  Please photograph each tree and any significant features (file separately) 
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*** 

 

Online 

 

Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland,  Durham, UK https://bsbi.org/ (Taxonomic verifications, etc.) 
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APPENDIX 
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LIST OF INDIVIDUAL TREES RECORDED ON MONKWOOD GREEN  

DURING 2002-3 AUDIT BY DR C J BETTS 
 

NB. THIS LIST IS OF INDIVIDUALLY SURVEYED TREES AND DOES NOT INCLUDE 

THE TREE GROUPS!
1
 

 

Scientific name Vernacular name Number recorded Reference number(s) 

Salix alba s.l. White willow 6 1, 2, 10, 27, 37, 42 

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 8 3, 16, 20, 22, 36, 38, 39 

Salix caprea Goat willow 1 4 

Betula pendula Silver birch 2 5, 30 

Quercus robur Pedunculate oak 8 6, 7, 8, 13, 15, 26, 33, 34  

Prunus avium Wild cherry or gean 2 9, 12 

Salix fragilis Crack willow 1 11 

Fraxinus excelsior Ash 3 14, 23, 24 

Corylus avellana Hazel 1 17 

Salix cinerea agg. Grey willow 2 18, 19 

Pyrus communis Pear 1 31 

Pyrus pyraster Wild pear 2 21, 29 

Populus nigra  Black poplar 2 25, 28 

Tilia cordata Small-leaved lime 1 35 

Malus pumila Apple 1 32 

Salix x sepulcralis Weeping willow 1 40 

Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut 1 41 

 

 
1 Trees in the Groups and Hedge 1 are listed with numbers of each on their record pages and include 
hawthorn, pedunculate oak, silver birch, apple, ash, small-leaved lime, pear, goat willow, white willow, crack 
willow, grey willow, guelder-rose.  
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RECORD SHEETS  

 

There are forty-two separate tree records and five tree groups. 

Each sheet is available separately in text format if required. 

mailto:christopherbetts@bettsecology.com


 

Page 2 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 3 of 49 
 

  



 

Page 4 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 5 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 6 of 49 
 

  



 

Page 7 of 49 
 

  



 

Page 8 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 9 of 49 
 

  



 

Page 10 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 11 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 12 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 13 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 14 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 15 of 49 
 

 
 



 

Page 16 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 17 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 18 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 19 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 20 of 49 
 

 
  



 

Page 21 of 49 
 

 
  



 

Page 22 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 23 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 24 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 25 of 49 
 

 
 



 

Page 26 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 27 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 28 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 29 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 30 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 31 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 32 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 33 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 34 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 35 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 36 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 37 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 38 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 39 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 40 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 41 of 49 
 

 

 



 

Page 42 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 43 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 44 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 45 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 46 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 47 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 48 of 49 
 

 



 

Page 49 of 49 
 

 


	Monkwood Green Tree Report and Tree List.pdf
	MONKWOOD GREEN  TREE AUDIT AND SURVEY.pdf
	Tree species list

	Google image 2021 tree key
	MONKWOOD GREEN  TREE RECORD SHEETS

